Birth weight: nature or nurture?
To investigate the relative role of environmental and genetic factors in the determination of birth weight following ovum donation. Data from 62 cases of ovum donation were used to examine the relative influence of donor and recipient on birth weight. The only discernible factors that significantly influenced birth weight were gestational age and recipient's weight. Donor weight, her own birth weight, and the birth weight of the donor's own children were not significantly correlated with the birth weight of the child following ovum donation. It is concluded that the environment provided by the human mother is more important than her genetic contribution to birth weight.